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Abstract: In the context of an introductory course in data science, undergraduate students conducted
exploratory projects using some of the datasets available through the City of Austin open data portal.
Students were able to develop intuitions about what to expect in the data and demonstrated critical
thinking when unexpected findings emerged. A few students were selected to present some insights
they have gained while exploring these datasets at the Data, Impact, Visuals & Exploration (DIVE)
meetup organized by the City of Austin. Their presentations received excellent feedback and appraisal
from the audience, including data owners. Moving forward, we hope to facilitate a collaboration
between students and dataset owners to foster meaningful questions that would guide the data
exploration, bridging the gap between emerging data experts and our local communities. We will play
around with the open data portal so feel free to bring your own device and your favorite stats software
(I'll'use RStudio).
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